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J. R. Graves On 


Verbal Inspiration 


Dr. J. R. Graves wrote “Seven | ductive reasoning, I shall not hesi- 
Dispensations in 1883. He was 4 | tate to quote it as supreme au- 


Baptist preacher, highly regarded 
by multiplied thousands of Bap- 
tists, the author of many books. 
Dr. Graves deals with the ques- 
tion of “The Inspiration of the 
Scriptures” in beginning of the 
“Seven Dispensations.”” We quote 
from pages 23 to 28 as follows: 


The Inspiration of Scriptures 


Having established the divine 
origin of our Bible by simple in- 


Editor Returns 


| 


From Oklahoma 


Editor John R. Rice has just re- | 
turned tonight (Wednesday) from | 


Oklahoma, where he spoke at Enid 
and Ponca City. Leaving Dallas 


at 12:15 p.m. Sunday at the close | 
of the morning service we drove, | 


with Mrs. Rice and our baby, 
Sarah Joy, 315 miles to Enid. 
There Rev. T. Myron Webb was 
conducting a Bible Conference in 
the large Convention Hall. We ar- 


rived at 7:20 p.m. and began to | 


speak at about 8:00 on “Heaven 
on Earth.’’ We found many friends 
there who had read the Sword of 
the Lord and booklets by the eli- 
tor, or had heard him on the radio. 
A large crowd was present and 
Bro. Webb had made fine prepara- 


tion, spiritual and physical, for the | 


Bible Conferences. 
present had been converted under 
nis preaching. We spoke over a 
public address system. 

Menday we spoke again at 
9:00 a.m., then on the radio at 
11:00, at the Convention Hall again 
at 3:00 and at 9:00 p.m. brought 
an evangelistic message, following 
Dr. Walter Wilson of Kansas City. 
Dr. Wilson spoke three times Mon- 
day, as he will daily through the 
week. Pastor William McCarrell of 
Cicero Bible Church, Cicero, III., 
executive secretary of the Inde- 
pendent Fundamental Churches of 
America, arrived Tuesday morn- 
ing, and with Dr. Wilson will speak 
regularly through the week. It 
was a joy to have fellowship with 
these brethren again, and with 
Brethren Webb, Banta, Kidd, Own- 
bey, Masters and others who are 
dear to Christ and to us. Brother 
Webb and his good wife showed 
us many kindnesses. 

Tuesday afternoon we drove to 
Ponca City where Brother P. T. 
Stanford is pastor of the Taber- 
nacle Baptist Church and conducts 
the daily radio revival on WBBZ. 
At 5:00 p.m. the editor spoke to 
the radio audience and at the 7:30 
service, to a fine crowd in the tab- 
God was with us and 
made His presence felt. It was 
fine to. see the Stanfords again. 
Miss Katherine Ann is in Moody 
Bible Institute. Porter, Charles 
and Mary Sue are fine youngsters. 
Brother Stanford and Mrs. Stan- 
ford are being used of God to do 
a fine work and the church and 
radio work are prospering. 

Then Wednesday, a day-long 
drive through a downpour of rain, 
back to Dallas where we had 
teachers meeting, spoke at prayer 
meeting, and now at 11:20 p.m. 
am finishing copy for the Sword 
of the Lord! May God bless it 
to many hearts. Copy will be tak- 
en to town now, then carried to 
the printer by special truck leav- 
ing a little past midnight. Praise 
God for a chance to serve. 


Many of those | 


thority in the settlement of the 
question of its inspiration. Are 
all parts of the Bible inspired? 
Is its inspiration plenary only, or 
plenary verbal? What is the tes- 
timony of God’s Word with respect 
to these questions? 

“As He spake by the mouth 
of his holy prophets, which 
have been since the world be- 
gan’’ (Luke 1:70). 

“God, who in sundry times 
and in divers manners spake 
in times past unto the fathers 
by the prophets” (Heb. 1:1). 

“All Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness” (II Tim. 3: 
16). 

That Paul here refers to “sacred 
Scriptures of the Jews’ and all 
the books of those writings, no 
one doubts. The inspired declara- 
tion, then, is, that each and several 
of those canonically received books 
is an inspired book. It is not de- 
nied but that this is true, in the 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Resting In Christ 


L 


Are you resting in the Saviour? 

Are you. trusting in His blood? 
Do you shun all human labour 

As a ground of peace with God? 
Ils the cross of Christ your glory? 

Can you say, ‘For me He died, 
Ils your only song and story 


Jesus Christ, the Crucified? 


Then, if such is your condition, 
If to Christ you now belong, 
How exalted your position! 
And how glad should be your song 
He has found us, we have found Him; 
Let us magnify His grace, 
Till in Heaven we gather,round Him, 


And behold Him face to face. 


Is the Rock your sure foundation? 

And is Christ your Corner Stone? 
Ils He all your soul's salvation? 

Do you trust in Him alone? 
Can you sing the song of Heaven? 

Of the Lamb that once was slain 
As a guilty one forgiven, 

As a sinner born again? 

— from Words of Peace 


The Conversion of Children 


By Rev. E. 


»> 


2» 


P. Hammond and 


(A chapter taken from the book, 


rk 


must be converted in childhood or 


R. A. Torrey 


—% 


geon once said in my hearing, “I 


“How To Promote and Conduct A | pass into eternity unconverted. In/| could spend days in giving details 
Successful Revival,” by R. A. Tor- | spite of the large number of chil- 


rey). 


dren’s caskets that pass us in 
hearses, it is hard to bring people 


No revival is what it ought to be | to realize how likely children are 
if a good deal of attention is not | 


given to the children, and much 
prayerful effort put forth for their 
conversion. If Christian people use 
the divinely appointed means to 
lead souls, young or old, to Christ, 
they may confidently expect God’s 
blessing, but this is preéminently 
true in dealing with children. Dr. 
Duff, of Scotland, went to India 
and labored for the conversion of 
the heathen, yet with all his elo- 
quence I heard him say in the Free 
Church Assembly Hall of Edin- 
burgh, that his labors were a com- 
parative failure until he turned 
his attention to the children, and 
held up Christ as the atoning sac- 
rifice for the sins of the world, 
then their hearts were touched, and 
many repented and believed in the 
Lord Jesus. From that time on 
he began to speak of certainties 
instead of continuing to speak of 
possibilities. “Take heed,” said Je- 
sus, “that ye despise not one of 
these little ones.’””’ The word trans- 
lated “déspise’”’ is a very suggestive 
word. It means literally to, think 
down, to think little-or nothing 
of. Take heed that ye think not 
down one of these little ones. The 
conversion of a child may be of 
very little importance in our sight, 
but it is of immense importance 
in Jesus’ sight. 


|. The Importance of the Conver- 
sion of Children 


1. The conversion of a child is 
important ‘in the first place be- 
cause children oftentimes die. Most 
people in Chicago die in childhood. 
For every one who die between 
twenty and forty, there are many 
who die between birth and twenty. 
So with very many of the children 
at any time upon the earth, they 


to die. We look at the white- 
haired man and say he is likely to 
die soon, but we look at the little 
child and think that child has many 
years before it. That is not at all 
sure. We have very rude awaken- 
ings from this dream. Mothers and 
fathers, do you realize that your 
children may die? Up quick, then, 
and lead them to Christ before that 
day comes. If you do not, it will be 
the darkest day you ever knew, 
but if you have led them to Christ. 
it will not be a dark day. Lonely 
it will be, but not dark. Nay, it 
will be glorious with the thought 
that the voyage is over and the 
glory land reached quickly by one 
you love. Sunday School teachers, 
do you realize that any one of the 
boys or girls in the class you teach 
may die any day? Up, then, and 
win them to Christ as speedily as 
you may. 

2. The conversion of children is 
important, in the second place, be- 
cause it is much easier to.win a 
child to Christ than an adult. I 
once heard Dr. E. N. Kirk, of Bos- 
ton, say, “If I could live my life 
over again, I would labor much 
more among children.” During a 
series of meetings lasting some- 
times five or six weeks, I have 
seen more children converted the 
first week than adults in all the 
weeks following. Children have no 
old prejudices to overcome as many 
grown people, have. With the help 
of the Holy Spirit they are easily 
led to fee] the great love of Christ 
in giving Himself to die for them, 
and when the simple story of His 
suffering and death is read and 
explained from God’s Word, they be- 
lieve it, and exercise saving faith, 
and there and then the Holy Spirit 
effects a change of heart. Mr. Spur- 


of young children whom I have 
known and personally conversed 
with, who have given evidence of a 
change of heart,’ and he added, 
“T have more confidence in the 
spiritual] life of such children whom 
I have taken into my church, than 
I have in the spiritual condition of 
adults thus received. I will go 
further and say that I have usually 
found a clearer knowledge of the 
Gospel and a warmer love toward 
Christ in the child convert than 
in the man convert. I may astonish 
you by saying that I have some- 
times met with a deeper spiritual 
experience in a child of ten or 
twelve than in some persons of 
fifty or sixty. I have known a 
child who would weep himself to 
sleep by the month together under 
a crushing sense of sin. If you 
would know deep and bitter and 
awful fear of the wrath of God, 
let me tell ,you what I felt as a 
boy. If you want to know what 
faith in Christ is, you must not 
look to those who have been be- 
muddled by the heretical jargon 
of the times, but to the dear chil- 
dren who have taken Jesus at His 
Word, and believe on Him, and 
therefore know and are sure that 
they are saved.” 


Every year that passes over our 
heads unconverted our hearts are 
less open to holy impressions. Ev- 
ery year away from Christ our 
hearts become harder in sin. That 
needs no proof. The practice of 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Hear John R. Rice 
ALL SERVICES SUNDAY 
7:30 A. M. — Radio WRR 
9:45 — Bible Class 
11:00 — Morning Sermon 
7:30 — Evangelistic Message 


How To Read 
The Word 


By George Mueller 


1. Read the Scriptures regular- 
ly through. Read, alternately, por- 
tions from the Old and New Tes- 
taments. Begin at the beginning 
of each. Mark where you leave 
off, and begin there next time. 
When you have finished each Tes- 
tament, begin it again. 


2. Read with prayer. You can-" 
not by your own wisdom under- 
stand the Word of God. In all 
your reading of the Scriptures, 
seek carefully the help of the Holy 
Spirit. Ask for Jesus’ sake that 
He will enlighten you. 


3. Read with meditation. Pon- 
der over what you read. The truth 
is thus applied to your heart. You 
see new and deeper meanings. It 
is better to think over a little 
than merely to read a great deal. 


4. Read with reference to your- 
self. Never read only with a view 
to instructing others, but for your 
own teaching. Receive blessings 
yourself first, and you will com- 
municate it to others. Always ask 
yourself, “How does this affect 
me?” 


5. Read with faith Not as 
statements which you may believe 
or not but as the revealed word of 
God. Receive every word as true, 
with simple, childlike trust. Rest 
upon the promises. Read them as 
made for you. 


6. Read in order to carry into 
practice. We must accept His 
Word as being the revelation of 
His will. In it He tells us what 
to be and what to do. He expects 
us to be “obedient children.’’ 


— -——-O --—- 


The Two Tenants 


Supposing a landlord has let his 
house to a bad tenant, who drinks, 
gambles, swears, ig a disgrace to 
the neighborhood; then suppose 
that at last he puts a new tenant, 
a quiet, respectable, industrious 
man — in the house, with full au- 
thority to keep the bad tenant in 
custody in one of the rooms, not 
to let him about the houge, and 
above all, never allow him open 
the door. We should then jhave a 
rough picture of the Christian. His 
body is the house, his old! nature 
the bad tenant, his new nature the 
good tenant, and God the owner of 
the property; for our bodies are 
not our own, but the Lord’s (1 
Cor. 6:19, 20). So to speak, we do 
not live in our own houses but are 
merely tenants at will —- a solemn, 
and often-forgotten truth. 


Now comes a difficulty. The bad 
tenant is a very strong old man, 
the new tenant is a weak, young 
man, and though he has full au- 
thority and really desires to carry 
out the landlord’s wishes, he has 
no power to do so. But the land- 
lord has sent a strong friend to 


help him to overcome the old ten- 
ant and to keep him in custody. 
This strong friend is the Holy Spir- 
it, “Strengthened with might by His 
Spirit in the inner man” (Eph, 3: 
16). “If ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live’ (Rom. 8:13). “This I 
say, walk in the Spirit and ye shall 
not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.” 
— From Grace and Truth.- ~ 
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J. R. Graves on 


Verbal Inspiration 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


same sense, of each and several 
of the canonically received books 
of the New Testament. The ques- 
tion now is: 

Are all parts of each of the 
books of our sacred Scriptures in- 
spired at all, or, if so, equally in- 
spired with the other parts? It 
will be admitted by all that — 


The whole includes the sum of 
all its parts. 


Then what is true of the Scrip- 
tures as a whole, or of each book 
as a whole, is equally true of each 
and every part of it. 


Let us once more hear the state- 
ment of the unerring Spirit: 


“All Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God.” 


Each part, then, of each book 
is inspired of God; and since no 
distinction is made in the amount 
of inspiration of any part received, 
we are not at liberty to intimate 
a difference. Each part is there- 
fore equally inspired with any other 
part. If the whole is God’s Word, 
each and every portion and part 
of it, every paragraph and period, 
every sentiment and sentence and 
word is equally God’s Word. To 
intimate that the last sentence or 
allusion of the Scriptures is inac- 
—" or false, is to make God a 


It is urged by some who profess 
to be the friends of Christianity, 
that since the Bible was not giv- 
en to teach us geology or astron- 
omy, geography, or history, that 
only those parts are inspired that 
teach religion, while there may be 
inaccuracies with respect to secu- 
lar and scientific matters. I can 
not accept this proposed betrayal 
of the Word of God. I accept no 
compromise. It is all God’s Word, 
or none of it is God’s Word. Can 
all Scripture be indeed inspired of 
God and yet abound with manifest 
and manifold errors touching secu- 
lar things? Is not God as regard- 
ful of His veracity in small things 
as well as in the greatest — con- 
cerning science, geography and his- 
tory as purely “religious matters?”’ 
When one falsehood can be un- 
doubtedly fixed upon any part of 
the Sacred Book, then its claims 
upon my credence are forever for- 
feited. If one statement is found 
to be false, I know not which 
ones are true. There may be errors 
in the transcription of the ancient 
manuscripts; there may be errors 
in translation, and errors many in 
interpretation, but that the orginal 
Scriptures are the words of the 
living God, He most explicitly de- 
clares them to be. No true friend 
to Christianity can advocate a 
spotted inspiration, since it ef- 
fectually wipes out the Bible as 
a reliable book from the face of 
the earth. God has placed his im- 
primatur upon “all Scripture,’ and 
therefore he avows himself the 
Author of each and every utter- 
ance and allusion they contain. 
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This is my position: 

All Scripture is inspired, and 
therefore no Scripture can be un- 
inspired, 


But to account for the fact that 


each writer*stated the same doc- 
trine and related the same cir- 
cumstance or discourse in differ- 
ent words, and preserved his own 
peculiar .style, the theory is put 
forth and largely embraced that 
the doctrines and ideas only were 
infused into them, but the words 
were not given.them, only a gen- 
eral superintendency or direction 
was observed, sufficient to pre- 
serve them from error touching re- 
ligious matters, which character of 
inspiration is called plenary. If 
this was not in plain contradiction 
to the teachings of Scripture, as 
well as derogatory to its All-wise 
Author, we might grant it, since 
the result was always truth un- 
mixed with error, and the message 
would be authoritative, as though 
every word was God-given. But 
to grant this would be to deny 
God’s Word. It would be man’s 
production, assisted by God. In 
some schools the teacher gives out 
a subject for composition and 


lectures upon it, imparting all the | 
information concerning it needed, | 
and indicating the proper treat- | 
ment of it, and the requiring each | 
member of the class to write an| 


essay upon it. Now this done, the 
teacher may correct it ag to the 
grammar and orthography, and 
weed out all improper words and 
substitute others, so that the essay 
will contain no error. Still, that 
essay can not be said to be the 
teacher’s composition — it is the 
scholar’s, or more correctly, the 
conjoint work of both. If this is 
the correct theory of inspiration, 
then the Bible is a partnership 
work — neither God’s nor man’s, 
but partly both. And this is the 
popular theory, inspired mat- 
ter in uninspired words — adopted, 
as we have said, to account for 
the different language and style 
in which the evangelists relate the 
same sentence, circumstance, or 
discourse of the Saviour. This 
would indeed account for the differ- 
ence in words and style. 


We may have inspired thoughts 
in uninspired words, as we do in 
the translations of our Scriptures, 


but we can not certainly know 
that we have the inspired thoughts 
without knowing the inspired 
words, for how else can thoughts 
be known except by the words 
that convey them? In the language 
of Carson: “How can we know the 
thoughts of an author except by 
the words of the author? Had the 
inspired writers been left to them- 
selves as to the choice of’ words 
in any part of their writings, they 
might have made a bad choice, and 
inadequately or erroneously repre- 
sented the mind of the Spirit. The 
best writer that ever moved a quill 
may often fail in expressing his 
own sentiments.” Instances might 
be given in which the most learned 
writers misstate their own mean- 
ing and sometimes convey no 
meaning at all. Shall the fisher- 
men of Galilee, then, be supposed 
equal to express themselves with 
unerring correctness if left to their 
own phraseology? Let the reader 
remember that these were rude, 
uneducated men, taken from the 
lowest callings of life —- from the 
fishing-boats along the lake-shore 
of Tiberias; and though we grant 
they were eye, and ear-witnesses of 
all the acts and words of Christ, how 
could they each and severally relate 
them in the elegant Greek in which 
we find their histories? Take an 
uneducated laborer, and make him 
familiar with all the facts of Eng- 
lish and American history, would 
he thereby be qualified to write 
them down in the classic language 
of a Macaulay or a Bancroft? “He 
must have a thorough knowledge 
of the words of the language in 
which he writes, art to arrange, 
and,- what is still more difficult, 
a fluency of expression and facility 
of composition,” not one of which 
an evangelist or apostle possessed. 
Whence, then, did they obtain their 
pure speech, their flowing diction 
and faultless grammar? Unaccus- 
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tomed to public speaking, how 
came they, with practice, to win, 
by their first efforts, the name of 
“Boanerges”’ -— “song of thunder ?”’ 


There is but one way by which 
to account for it. They wrote and 
spoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost, not in the words which 
man’s wisdom taught them, but 
which the Holy Spirit taught them. 
We do not conjecture this, we 
know it. Read these Scriptures: 


“But when they shall lead 
you and deliver you up, take 
no thought beforehand what 
ye shall speak, neither do ye 
premeditate; but whatever 
shall be given you in that 
hour that speak ye; for it is 
not ye that speak, but the 
Holy Ghost” (Mark 13:11). 


No one believing this can doubt 
that the Holy Spirit put the very 
words they were to speak into their | 
mouths. They did not know what 
they were to speak until after it 
had been spoken through them by 
the Holy Spirit. 


The apostles so understood the 
inspiration of the Spirit — that 


it was not simply plenary, but | 
verbal. 


“Which things also we speak, | 
not in words which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth, combin- 
ing spiritual things with spir- 
itual words.” (I Cor. 2:13). 


In this way spoke all whom God 
ever inspired to speak to us. 


“For he whom God hath sent | 
speaketh the words of God” (John 
3:34). | 


Will any opposer of the plenary- 
verbal theory of inspiration pre- 
sume to affirm that Peter and Paul 
did not each retain his own peculiar 
style when speaking before the 
Sanhedrin, rulers and kings, as 
when he wrote his epistles? It is 
frankly conceded by the most in- 
veterate opposers of verbal inspi- | 
ration that a large porticn of our | 
Scriptures must have been verbally | 
inspired — that all the prophets 
of the Old Testament, the discours- 
es of Jesus and the Book of Rev- 
elation, were verbally inspired. 
How did David and Isaiah, Daniel 
and Jeremiah, Zechariah and 
Amos retain their own peculiar 
styles when the very words they 
used were confessedly infused in- 
to their minds? But they did re- 
tain their several] styles, as did the 
apostles when they spoke before 
rulers and kings, and therefore we 
know that verbal inspiration does 
not destroy the style of the writer 
or speaker. 


“A man does not cease;to be 
himself when God uses* him. 
His powers are not changed, 
they are merely controlled so 
as to effect the very purpose, 
and no other, which God would 
accomplish. It is as if a musi- 
cian were to play first upon a 
flute and then upon a cornet; 
each instrument would give its 
own sound wholly different 
from the other, but the breath 
that makes the sound and the 
genius that inspires the music 
is the same. Moses, David, 
Isaiah, James, Paul, Peter, 
were so many different instru- 
ments, though not mechanical 
instruments, each with per- 
sonal peculiarities of his own, 
but all were used by the same 
God as the media of communi- 
cating with men.” — H. H. 
Tucker. 


We close with this additional 
statement: If it can be shown 
that God did, in one solitary in- 
stance, indite the very words, as 
well as the matter, then we may 
know that, in this specific way, 
he made all his revelations to us, 
and therefore we implicitly rely 
upon all tle words of the sacred 
Scriptures as right words. 


But of this fact can any one 
doubt when the Holy Spirit ex- 
pressly declares it; viz.: ‘‘All Scrip- 
ture — all sacred writings — is 
given by inspiration,” etc., it is 
the writing and not writers that 
is here declared to be inspired, 
and what is writing but a collec- 
tion of words? If the writing is 
inspired it is because the sentences 
and words composing it are in- 
spired — inbreathed by God. So 
long, then, as this passage remains 
as an unchallenged portion of God’s 
Word, so long must this be con- 
sidered a settlement of the whole 
question of inspiration: “All the 
writing of Holy Scripture is in- 


cepted Christ. 


spired of God.” 


The Conversion of Children 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


sin increases the power of sin in | came a-deacon in my church. When 


our lives. 


Christ and holiness lie very near 


childhood, but if the child remains 


God and heaven and| New Year’s day came and many 


had testified for Christ, Annie 
arose and said, “Papa used to drink 


away from Christ,.every year they | and mamma used to drink, grand- 


become farther and farther away. 
When I see a child walk into the 
inquiry rcom of a Sunday evening, 


I feel quite certain that if a work- | 
er of any sense gets hold of that | 


child it is going to be converted; 
but when I see a man or a woman 
walk in there I do not feel at all 
as sure. The adult has become so 


entangled in sin, the mind has be- | 
come so darkened by the error and | 


skepticism that arises out of sin, 
there are sO many complications 


added by each year, that the case 
of an adult is very difficult as com- | 
pared with that of a child. The. 
fact is, that with very many if | 


they are not converted in child- 


hood they will never be converted | 
Fathers and mothers, that | 


at all. 
is true of the children in our 
homes. Sunday School teachers, 


that is true of the children in your | 
It is now | 
laid upon my arm, and a voice 


Sunday School classes. 
or never. 


3. Conversion of the children is. 
| important, in the third place, be- 
cause converted children are among 


the most useful workers for Christ. 
They -can reach persons who are 
inaccessible to everyone else. They 
can reach their schoolmates and 
playmates, ‘the Jewish children, 
the Catholic children, the children 


School or to children’s meetings, 
and to Christ. You and I cannot 
get close enough to them to show 
how beautiful Jesus is, and what 
joy and blessings He brings. They 
can. They can reach their parents 


oftentimes when we cannot. They | 


will not listen to us, but they will 
to their children. There was a 


rough, drunken gambler in Min- | 
neapolis, Minn. He often went by | 
the mission door, but when a work- | 


er invited him in he repelled him 
with rude insults. But his child, 
about ten years old, was gotten 
into the Sunday School and won 
for Christ. Then she began to work 
and pray for her drunken papa, and 


a cottage meeting was at last held | 
The father | 


in his wretched home. 
took down his overcoat to go to 
the saloon. Little Annie asked him 
if he would not stay to the meet- 
ing. He roughly answered, ‘‘No.” 
“Won't you stay for my sake, pa- 
pa?” The man hung up his coat. 
The meeting began, and the man 
was surly and wished he was out of 


|it. They knelt in prayer while he 


sat on the end of the sofa. One 


after another prayed. Then all 
were silent. 
voice was heard in prayer some- 
thing like this: 


Then Annie’s little 


“God, save my 
papa.” It broke the wicked man’s 
heart, and then and there he ac- 
He afterwards be- 


now, 


| speaker. 


pa used to drink and grandma used 
to drink. But papa is a Christian 
and mamma is a Christian 
and grandpa is a Christian 
and grandma is a Christian 
now, and Uncle Joe is a Christian 
now, and auntie is a Christian now. 
I guess we are all Christians down 
to our house now.” But the little 
girl herself led the way. Wasn't 
the conversion of that child im- 
portant? Many a hardened sinner 
and many a skeptic has been led 
to Christ by a child. 

When in Scotland I heard a 
touching story, showing how a 
child’s simple question was used 
in leading a scoffing skeptic to 
the feet of Jesus. It is a true story. 
I was acquainted with the father 
of the child. Let the skeptic tell 
the story: 

“As I stepped upon the platform 
at the railway station, a hand was 


now, 
now, 


said, ‘Norman, is this you?’ 

“TI turnea and tooked at the 
It was an old classmate, 
Richard ————, with whom I had 
agreed to pass a few weeks and 
had not seen for years. After we 
had pushed our way through the 
noisy crowd and were seated in 
his carriage I looked at him again, 


and claimed: 
of worldly parents and _ infidels. pacorke or sieesus 


They can bring them to Sunday | 


“Richard, how you have altered! 
how different now from the wild 
youth of old!’ 

“*Yes, Norman, there have been 
many changes with me since we 
parted; but the greatest has been 


here,’ said he, smiling and gently 


touching his breast. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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PAGE THREE 


The Conversio 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


“*‘Humph!’ was my ejaculation, 
which elicited no reply. 


“That evening, as he, his wife, 
and myself were walking in the 
conservatory and I was admiring 
sOme jasmines, he said to me, 
‘Norman, I have yet a little treas- 
ure to show you, and, although it 
is small, it is greater than all these, 
almost the greatest one I have. 
Can you guess?’ 

“When we went back to the 


n of Children 


/next, and the next, the little girl 


drawing-room he showed to me 
his beautiful little girl, his only 
child, his little Bessie. I was not) 
fond of children, but strangely did | 
the little maiden win her way to| 
my heart. Eight cloudless sum-.| 
mers of her sunny life had passed, 
and had each one as it gently | 
glided by left with her all its| 
charms she could not have been 
more beautiful. 


“That evening, sweet in memory 
to me, we became firm friends. She 
loved me because, when she asked | 
papa, he said he did. 

“The next day we all went out 
for a drive. Little Bessie was 
bright and beautiful as the day, 


but sometimes there was a strange “long time in vain 


thoyghtfulness of expression upon | 
her face which troubled me as be- | 
ing beyond her years. . 


As 1 was talking to her father 
I said something jeeringly about 
Him Who had led the only pure 
life on earth. Richard said not a 
word in reply, but motioned me 
to look at Bessie. She was look- 
ing into my face with a gaze of 
mingled horror and surprise — an 
expression such as I never saw) 
before nor since, and which I shall 
never forget. It was for a moment. | 
No one spoke. Then the little| 
maid burst into a flood of un- 
controllable tears, and I felt a/| 
certain shame that in the pres-| 
ence of ore so pure I should have 
spoken what she had never heard 
before. Then she looked at me in 
a sort of pitying way, and said, ‘I 
thought you loved my Jesus; oh, 
how could you have said that of 
Him?’ During the rest of the drive 
she lay upon her father’s bosom | 
in perfect silence. 


“The next morning I was alone 
in my room thinking of all that 
had occurred, and a strange unac- 
countable feeling of seriousness 
was creeping over me, a sort of 
longing to be like her, when sud- 
denly the little one was at my side. 
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'how, Bessie.’ 


in which she told the story of 


|Morning after morning she came, 


/and never seemed weary of tell ng 


\Came pattering along the hall; no 


was scarlet fever. 


I started as I saw her, and met 
the tender gaze of love and pity 
which she bent upon me. Her head 
was laid upon my arm, and for a 
moment both were silent. Then the 
silence was broken with the words, 
‘Won’t you love my Jesus?’ and 
she was gone. 

“I could not ridicule that lovely 
spirit. The next morning, and the 


came in the same way, said the 
Same words and disappeared. I 
never answered her, and at no 
other time did she allude to the 
subject; but she never failed to 
come at that morning hour. 


“One day I said to her: ‘Tell me 
She looked at me a 
moment, and the next was seated 
on my knee, and the words that 
flowed, those simple, childish words 


Christ’s love, never shall I forget. 
My eyes were far from dry when 
she went away, but there was less 
sorrow on her face than usual. 


the sweet tale. But one morning 
she did not come, and I waited a 
No little feet 


little hand was clasped in mine; 
no little words of instruction were 
lisped in my ear. Presently there 
came a hurried knock at my door. 


It was opened without waiting for 
permission and her father was 


with me. 

“‘Norman,’ said he, ‘she has) 
just waked from a long and heavy | 
sleep and is fearfully ill. Will you | 


come? Tell me if you know what | 


it is.’ , 


“I went. There lay the little one | 
with eyes closed, and in a sort| 
of stupor. I knew at a glance it| 
How I told | 
those two aching hearts I know | 
not; but they were wonderfully | 
calm in their anguish. The doc- 
tor soon confirmed my statement, 
but there was so painfully little to 
be done for the dear sufferer that 
two days passed almost in silence 
as we watched over her precious 
form. We knew from the first that 
she was no longer of the earth, 
and, indeed, it was a heavy burden 
for us to bear to think that she 
no longer would be the light of 
our hearts. I say we, for though 
I was perhaps mistaken, the little 
one had so taken possession of my 
heart, that it seemed to me that 
she could not be dearer to those 
who had the first earthly claim 
upon her affections. At the end, 
of the second day her life seemed | 
partially to return. She opened her | 
eyes and, smilingly, said, ‘Dear 
Uncle Norman, won’t you love my 
Jesus? Mamma loves Him, papa 
loves Him, and I love Him, and am 
going to Him, and I want to tell 
Him that you will love Him.’ | 

“ ‘Bessie,’ said I, ‘tell Him my | 
heart and life are His forever 
more.’ 


“Mamma, papa, I am so happy 
now. Now I have all I want. Now 
I come. I come, Lord Jesus!’ and 
the youthful spirit, so pure, so 
holy, returned whence it came. 
God’s little messenger had turned 
a sou] to righteousness, and was 
called home.” 

4. The conversion of children 
is important because persons con- 
verted in childhood make the best 
Christians. If one is converted 
when he is old he has learned many 
bad tricks of character and life 
that have to be unlearned, and it 
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'children to others. 


little ones.”’ 


is generally a pretty slow process. 
But when one is converted in child- 
hood, character is yet to be formed, 
and it can be formed.from the be- 
ginning on right lines. If you 
wish to train a tree into a thing 
of beauty and symmetry you had 
better begin when it is young. If 
you want to form a character of 
Christlike symmetry and beauty 
you would better begin in child- 
hood. That Christlike man of old- 
en time, Polycarp, who ended his 
life as a martyr at ninety-five, 
was converted at nine. That fine 
young man of the New Testament, 
Timothy, was brought up on Scrip- 
ture from a babe. I rejoice with 
all my heart when an old broken- 
down drunkard is brought to 
Christ. It means so much. But it 
means so much more when a child 
is brought to Christ. 


5. The conversion of children 
is important once more because 
there are so many years of possible 
service before them. If one is to 
live to eighty, say, if converted at 
seventy there is a soul saved plus 
ten years of service. When the 
boy Polycarp was converted there 
was a soul saved plus eighty-six 


years of service. I think enough 
has been said to show that the con- | 
version of the children is tremen- | 
dously important, in fact, the most | 
important business the Church of) 
Christ has on hand. Surely it was 
well that Jesus said, “Take heed 
that ye despise not one of these 
little ones.” 


ll. Who Is Responsible For the | 


Conversion of the Children? 


Now we come to another ques 
tion, Who is responsible for the) 
conversion of children? An easy | 
question to answer. | 


1. First of all, the parents are) 
responsible for the conversion of | 
the children. The first and great- 
est responsibility of parents re-| 
garding their children is their sal- 
vation. The responsibility to feed 
and clothe and educate our chil- 
dren is nothing to our responsibili- 
ty to bring them to Christ and 
bring them up in Christ. The par- 
ent who fails to bring his children 
to Christ has failed at the main 
point of parental responsibility. Yet 
parents are willing to leave the 
conversion of their children to 
others, to the minister, to the 
Sunday Schoo] teacher, or even to 
chance. What would you think of 
yourself if you left the feeding 
of your children and the clothing 
of your children to others or to 
chance? You would despise your- 
self, and well you might, but you 
would not really be as despicable | 
as if you left the salvation of your | 
This is your 
highest and most solemn obliga- 
tion as a parent to bring your 
children to Christ. Have you done 
it? If not, then go at it at once. 
I sat in the station at Evansville, 
Ind., one day waiting for a train. 
A man and wife came in with two 
babes, one a year and a half old, 
the other three. They sat down 
to wait for another train. I turned 
to the man and said, “Are you a 
Christian?” “No, sir.” “Then,” I 
said, “you are not fit to be the 
father of those children. God has 
laid a solemn responsibility upon 
you in giving you those children 
to bring up for Him.” And I say 
to every parent who is not a Chris- 
tian, an out and out Christian, you 
are not fit to be a parent. The 
highest responsibility of father- 
hood and motherhood, you are un- 
fit for. Get fit today by taking 
Christ and then begin at once to 
lead your children to Christ. And 
you who are professed Christians, 
seek power for this work and be- 
gin at once. 


2. In the next place, the respon- 
sibility for the conversion of the 
children rests upon al]! pastors, 
evangelists and preachers of the 
Word. We are too exclusively oc- 
cupied with the grown-up people. 
But Christ’s first direction to the 
great preacher Peter was that he 
was to prove his love by feeding 
the lambs. The minister or evan- 
gelist who overlooks the young in 
disobeying Jesus Christ, and the 
warning of Christ should come to 
him with great power, “take heed 
that ye despise not one of these 
The fact is that it is. 
our pride that.Jeads us to neglect 
the children. ‘It is gratifying to 
our vanity to think that the grown 
people and especially the men flock 
to our ministry. Anyone, we fancy, 
can interest the children, but it 
takes men of our own great mental 


caliber to interest the men. Oh, 
take heed, take heed! In the eyes 
of our Master the children are of 
first importance. 
3. In the third place, the re- 
sponsibility for the conversion of 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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the children rests upon the Sun- 
day Schoo] teacher. The first and 
highest duty of the Sunday School 
teacher is to lead his scholars to 
Christ. The Sunday School teacher 
has not done his whole work when 
he interests his seholars or even 
when he instructs his scholars with 
good, sound, orthodox Biblical doc- 
trine. His business is to convert 
them, to win them to Christ. Sun- 
day Schoo] teacher, the probability 
is that there are scholars in your 
class that will be led to Christ 
by you or else will never come. Do 
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you realize that.? When you next 
sit before your class let this 
thought sink deep into your heart, 
some of these scholars are to be 
won to Christ by me or lost for- 
ever. Oh, it is a glorious thing, 
but it is a solemn thing to be a 
Sunday School teacher. What an 
opportunity! What a responsibility! 
Yet many and many a Sunday 
Schoo] teacher allows scholars to 
drift into their class and drift out 
of their class without any definite 
word to convert and save them! 
Under the first sermon I ever 
preached in Chicago a young wom- 
an was deeply stirred. She was 
elegantly dressed, and occupied a 
respectable place in society, but 
only because her history was not 
yet known. She was as truly a 
sinner as any woman of the street. 
The next night, in conversion, she 
told me all her shameful story. 
I pleaded with her to accept Christ, 
and have her vileness washed 
away. She said that I was the first 
person who had ever spoken to her 
about her soul. Her mother was 
worldly, but for six years she had 
been a regular attendant at one 
Sunday School, but never once had 
her teacher approached her per- 
sonally about accepting Christ. 
And she had gone out into the 
world to sin and shame. What a 
responsibility rests upon the heads 
of that young woman’s Sunday 
School teachers! Oh! teachers, be 
soul winners, realize the immense 
importance of the conversion of 
the children to Christ and feel 
deeply your own responsibility for 
those in your class. 


4. After Sunday Schoo] teachers 
the responsibility for the conver- 
sion of the children rests upon all 
workers. We must save the old 
if we can, and, thank God, in many 
cases we can, but we must save 
the children anyhow. In church, in 
inquiry meeting, cn the street, in 
the home, everywhere, look out for 
the children, and take every pos- 
sible opportunity to bring them to 
Christ. 


Ill. How To Convert the Children 


We come now to the last ques- 
tion and the all-important one, 
How can we convert the children? 

1. First of all, by prayer. True 
conversion and regeneration is the 


| Holy Spirit’s work. It is He who 


convicts of sin and righteousness 
and judgment (John 16:8-11). It 
is He that leads to saving faith. 
It is He that makes children as 
well as adults new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. And He works in 
answer to: prayer. There must, 
then, be very definite prayer for 
the conviction and conversion and 
the regeneration of the children. 
We had one child that did not seem 
naturally as religiously inclined as 
the rest. One night I was led to 
ask prayers for that child. That 
very night (or perhaps the next) 
when I went home I was told that 
the child burst into tears as she 
went to bed, and when her sister 
asked her what was the matter 
she replied, “Oh, I am afraid I 
shall die and go to hell!” She did 
die, but, thank God, before the 
hour came prayer had been an- 
swered, and she was trusting Je- 
sus and went to be with Him for- 
ever. Oh, parents, pray for your 
children. Sunday Schoo] teachers, 
pray. Pray definitely, pray earnest- 
ly, pray expectantly. Of all that 
I heard in my own Sunday School 
days nothing impressed me so as 
a story of a teacher who prayed 
earnestly for all her scholars and 
all were converted. I was a mere 
boy when I heard it, but when in 
later years I got back into Sun- 
day School as a teacher I remem- 
bered it and I prayed. My class 
Was composed of reckless boys, but 
I saw every one of them, with pos- 
sibly one exception, make a pro- 
fession of faith in Christ. 


2. The second step towards the 
conversion of the children is the 
use of the Word of God. The Word 
of God is the instrument God has 
appointed for conviction, conver- 
sion and regeneration (I Pet. 1:23; 
Jas. 1:18). Fathers, mothers, Sun- 
day School teachers, study your 
Bibles to find out just how to use 
them in leading a soul to Christ, 
and then use them in that way with 
the children in the Sunday School 
class, in the home, in the inquiry 
room and everywhere. 

3. If we are to convert the chil- 
dren we must be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “Ye shall 
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receive power after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you.” Holy 
Ghost power is what every parent 
needs and must have. Holy Ghost 
power is what every Sunday School 
teacher needs and must have. I 
once met a gentleman and lady 
who had read an address on the 
Baptism with the Spirit, and they 
had sought and received this bap- 
tism; so when I visited the city 
where they lived, they came to see 
me. Their hearts were full of joy. 
The man told me what wondrous 
things God had done for him by 
the Holy Spirit’s power. Then the 
wife broke in and said, “Yes, and 
the best part of it is that I have 
been able to get into the hearts 
of my own children, which I was 
never able to do before.” Ah! that 
is what we want, parents, to get 
into the hearts of our children. The 
baptism with the Holy Spirit is 
the secret. It is not enough that 
we can interest and amuse and 
instruct the children. It is not 
enough that we can draw pretty 
pictures on the blackboard and 
play kindergarten games, and sing 
bright songs, and get texts of 
Scripture, and pretty notions into 
the children’s heads. We must get 
Christ into their hearts. We must 
get them to take Jesus as their 
own Saviour, to trust in the shed 
blood of Calvary and to surrender to 
Christ as their Lord and Master, 
and confess Him as such before the 
world. We must get them saved. 
Much of our Sunday School work 
and of all our children’s work in 
this day is tomfoolery and an abom- 
ination in the sight of God. We get 
the children — yes, we get them in 
droves, and we amuse them, and 
we. instruct them, and we delight 
them, and we send them home 
happy and resolved to come again, 
and then we fancy we have done 
a good work for God, but in reality 
we have done nothing for God but 
much for the devil. If the chil- 
dern are not converted your work 
is a failure. The conversion may 
not always be immediate. It takes 
time to effect real conversion, and 
sometimes the fruit may not ap- 
pear until years after, but if there 
is not converting power in your 
work either now or ultimately, 
your work has been a failure. That 
there may be converting power in 
our work we must have the Holy 
Ghost. It is not enough that we 
know the lesson, it is not enough 
that we understand all these new- 
fangled ways of teaching and in- 
teresting the scholars, we must 
have the Holy Ghost. Ah! the 
teacher that knows nothing about 
using the blackboard and that sort 
of thing, but knows the power of 
the Spirit, is worth a hundred who 
have gone to all the schools of 
methods and can draw as well as 
Frank Beard himself, but don’t 
know the power of the Holy Ghost. 


4. We should hold special meet- 
ings for children. In these meetings 
as the children come in they should 
be placed in classes of four or five, 
with a teacher at the end of each 
class. There should be first a class 
of boys and then a class of girls. 
This will prevent disorder and 
noise. There should be a good deal 
of singing, and the hymns should 
be bright and fresh and of a char- 
acter that the children can under- 
stand. They should be taught 
the hymns verse by verse, and 
the meaning of the hymns 
should be explained. Hymns 
setting forth God’s love and the 
atoning death of Christ should be 
especially used. Children enjoy 
singing the same verse over and 
over until the truth has sunk it- 
self way down into their hearts. 


The sermon should be short and 
simple, emphasizing the great 
facts, that all, including children, 
are sinners, and that Jesus has 
borne our sins in His own body on 
the tree. It should be made very 
clear just what one must do to be 
saved. When thé sermon is over, 
there should be a few moments of 
silent prayer, then the conductor of 
the meeting should lead in a 
simple, direct prayer to God, hav- 
ing the children follow him audibly, 
sentence by sentence. When this is 
done, each teacher of a class should 
deal personally with each child in 
the class, seeking to bring each 
one to an immediate and intelligent 
acceptance of Christ as Saviour. 
I have found this prayer, that is 


‘simple and easily remembered, of 


great help: 
“Jesus take this heart of mine, 
Make it pure, and wholly thine. 
Thou hast bled and died for me, 
I will henceforth live for Thee.” 


Your Choice of any Six of 
These Books for. . 


$1.00 


PRACTICAL BOOKS FOR TRANSFORMING LIVES 


The lives of countless men and women, and boys and girls have 


been changed by reading these books. 


They are true to the Word 


of God, thoroughly fundamental, written by men and women of 
God, suitable for all ages and every life, and will meet the need 
of every member of the family. 


i58 
98 


51 


143 


135 


44 


73 


OO 


8 


aa 


148 


57 


61 


134 


90 


87 


136 


28 


78 
42 


11 


119 


109 


ANTIDOTE TO CHRISTIAN SCIENCE, THE. James M. 
Gray. A courteous, Scriptural handling of this subject. 

BACK TO BETHEL. F. B. Meyer. To those who confess to 
being farther from the Lord now than they once were. 

CHRIST-LIFE FOR THE SELF-LIFE, THE; formerly, “A 
Castaway.” F. B. Meyer. Memorable addresses to Chris- 
tians who would be used of God, 

CHRIST WE KNOW, THE. A. C. Gaebelein. An answer to 
“The Man Nobody Knows.” . 

FIVE “MUSTS” OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. F. B. Meyer. 
Seven of the author’s most recent addresses. 
GOD’S WAY OF HOLINESS. Horatius Bonar. 

classic for every disciple of Christ. 

MOODY’S ANECDOTES. Choice gospel illustrations that all 
enjoy reading. 

MIRACLES IN A DOCTOR’S LIFE. Walter Lewis Wilson, 
M.D. Human interest stories which emphasize. the leading 
of the Holy Spirit in winning souls. 

ROMANCE OF A DOCTOR’S VISITS, THE, 
son. A number of striking experiences in 
help the personal worker. 

SATAN AND THE SAINT. James M, Gray. Deals with the 
personality of Satan, the evil of Christian Science, Spiritism, 
“Millennial Dawn,” characteristics of the age-end, and the 
second coming of Christ. 

TO THE WORK! D. L. Moody. 
zealous activity. 

GOOD NEWS. Robert Boyd. A simple peesentation of the 
Gospel. It helped Mocdy. 

GOOD TIDINGS. Talmage, Spurgeon, Jos. Parker, and Mc- 
Neill on the Birth of Jesus, 

LIVING CHRIST, THE. Will H. Houghton. 
mons on the general theme of salvation. 

SOVEREIGN GRACE. D. L. Moody. Grace, works, and law 
made clear. How to become and be a child of God. 

SUNDAY NIGHT TALKS. J. C. Massee. Soul-stirring gos- 
pel messages. 

WAY OF LIFE, THE. Best efforts of Spurgeon, Chapman, 
McNeill, Talmage and Moody in showing the meaning and 
way of salvation. 

“AND PETER.” J. Wilbur Chapman. Eight characteristic 
messages of a beloved evangelist, some being addressed to 
the unsaved, others to believers. 

CHRISTIAN, THE: His Creed and Conduct. William Evans. 
What every Christian needs to know in daily life. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND HOW TO LIVE IT, THE. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas. Some of the author’s finest counsel: found 
here. 

DELIVERANCE FROM THE PENALTY AND POWER OF 
SIN. O,. R. Palmer. Tactful words to defeated believers. 
KEPT FOR THE MASTER’S USE. Frances R. Havergal. 

The victorious life through entire consecration. 

MEET FOR THE MASTER’S USE. F, B. Meyér. Addresses 
on the victorious life. 

OVERCOMING LIFE, THE. 
courses on the Christian life. 

SCHOOL OF OBEDIENCE, THE. Andrew Murray. Eight 
strong chapters on the necessity and blessedness of entire 
obedience to Christ. 

SECRET POWER. D. L. Moody. Its source; 
on”; witnessing; power in action; hindrances, 

THOUGHTS FOR THE QUIET HOUR, edited by D. L. 
Moody. Scripture passages accompanied with comments by 
well-known devotional writers for daily meditation. 

WHEN THE SONG OF THE LORD BEGAN. W. H. Bieder- 
wolf. Searching messages for impotent Christians. 

CHRISTIE’S OLD ORGAN. Mrs. O. F. Walton. A famous 
and effective. gospel tale, of which Mr. Moody was very 
fond, appealing strongly to boys and young men, 

CREW OF THE DOLPHIN. Hesba Stretton. A Christian 
story of sea-going life, appealing especially to boys and 
young men. 

FORTY-EIGHT BERNARD STREET. Mrs. S. R, Graham 
Clark. How the grace of God in the heart of a crippled 
child worked to turn many to righteousness, 


JESSICA’S FIRST PRAYER and Jessica’s Mother. 
Stretton. A gospel story that has become a classic. 
interest to girls. 

MISSIONARY PENNY, A. L. C, W. For young people, 
showing God’s grace in bringing all things to pass for 
good. 

MRS. MARY’S GO-TELL. Mrs. S. R. Graham Clark. What 
a class of young Christians did to promote a revival. 


“PROBABLE SONS.” Amy Lee Feuvre. Perhaps the most 
popular of this famous writer’s books. Written that mod- 
ern prodigals might return to the Father. 

ROBBER’S CAVE, THE. A. L. O. E. A story for boys, the 
gospel message not lacking. 

WHITER THAN SNOW and LITTLE DOT. Mrs. O. F. Wal- 
ton. Two stories of transforming power that picture the 
influence of little children. 


BIBLE CHARACTERS. D. L. Moody. Instructive sketches 
of the lives of Enoch, Jacob, Lot, Daniel and John the Bap- 
tist. 

PRACTICAL AND PERPLEXING QUESTIONS AN- 
SWERED. R. A. Torrey. More than 150 answers to “diffi- 
culties” met with in the Bible and Christian experience. 

LIVINGSTONE, DAVID, Life of. Mrs. J. H. Worcester, Jr. 
An outstanding missionary life that everyone should read. 


A spiritual 


Walter L. Wil- 
soul-winning to 


Sure to revive Christians to 


Popular ser- 


D. L. Moody. Nine fine dis- 


“in” and “up- 


Hesba 
Of 


These books are uniformly 4°34 x 634 inches, contain about 125 
pages each, in large and readable type, and as attractively print- 
ed and bound as can be consistent with the low price. mony 


are 


201 E. 10TH STREET 


illustrated. PRICE — 20c each, or 6 for $1.00. 
(add 3c for each book) 


THE ‘SWORD BOOK ROOM | 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


ee 


Friday, February 18 1938 
$$$ 


— 
— 


a ha) 


=~? 


———= 


_ 


